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Section A: Language change

Question 1
Read Texts A, B and C.

Analyse how Text A exemplifies the various ways in which the English language has changed
over time. In your answer, you should refer to specific details from Texts A, B and C, as well as to
ideas and examples from your wider study of language change. [25]

Text A

The opening of The Quality Papers, a magazine of short stories, published in 1827

INTRODUCTION.

READER! have you ever been at Ryde'? If you have, so much

the better; if not, do not expect that I am going to enter into a

description of that delectable spot here. No, I merely asked

the question, that I might give myself an opportunity of letting 5
you know, that thither 7 was sent, by my good friend Dr. B., in

the month of July last past, (as the lawyers have it,) in search

of health.

RISE EARLY!—was the Doctor’s first precept; and
according I didrise every morning with the Sun, (that is, when he 10
thought proper to shew himself in a morning,) and, as a matter
of course, took a stroll on the pier, to inhale the sea breezes, and

beget an appetite for my breakfast.

In one of these morning walks, it was my good fortune to
encounter the pleasantest—heartiest—and oddest-conceited 15

old Gentleman, that ever reached sixty and seven.

I—who have, by the way, when walking, a foolish habit of
looking on the ground, in quest, perhaps, (as my lively and
lovely friend Mrs. L*** T*** once remarked,) of ‘strayed
thoughts and fallen fancies’—was first struck with admiration at 20
the brilliancy and magnitude of the gold buckles, with which
the worthy old soul’s shoes were illuminated ; and it was not till
these same lowermosts had met my eyes some half a score? of
times, that I thought of raising them to ascertain unto what sort
of man they belonged. 25
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I was rewarded, however, for my pains, with a view of as
superb a figure, as ever graced the bay-window at White’s® or
the chair at a tavern dinner. He was tall, and somewhat of the
portliest; with a face like a full blown rose; a large—black—
roving—laughing eye—an admirable paunch—and a pair of legs,
that would have immortalized any body below the degree of a

Baronet?!

' Ryde: an English coastal town

24 score: twenty

3 White’s: the name of an exclusive club

4 Baronet: a rank in the British aristocracy

Text B

30

The top five modifying adverbs found with ‘conceited’ taken from the Early English Books Online
Corpus (1470s—-1690s) and the English Web Corpus (2020)
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‘conceited’ ‘conceited’
(1470s-1690s) (2020)

highly insufferably
strongly intolerably

pleasantly disgustingly

fondly monstrously
proudly dreadfully
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Text C

n-gram graph for the words shew and show (1780—2000)
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Question 2

6

Section B: Child language acquisition

Read the following text, which is a transcription of a conversation between Izzy (age 3 years) and
her mother. They are at home, having breakfast.

Analyse ways in which lzzy and her mother are using language in this conversation. In your
answer, you should refer to specific details from the transcription, as well as to ideas and examples
from your wider study of child language acquisition.

lzzy:

Mother:

Izzy:

Mother:

Izzy:

Mother:

lzzy:

Mother:

lzzy:

Mother:

lzzy:

Mother:

lzzy:

Mother:

1zzy:

Mother:

lzzy:

Mother:

Izzy:
© UCLES 2025

mummy like /powidz/

yes i do like porridge (2) are you going to eat yours/

too hot (3) i like /ppwidz/

lets blow on it to make it cooler (.) ready (.) steady (.) BLOW

i go <makes a loud blowing noise>

thats it (2) now it will be cooler and you can eat the porridge all up

i like /powidz/ (.) mummy like /powids/ (.) daddy like /powids/ (1) what bout
nanny and papa tom/ /der/ like /powidz//

well im not sure about nanny but papa tom definitely likes porridge (1) lots
of porridge (1) it makes him big and strong

we /gouin/ see papa tom/
yes we’ll go and see him this afternoon
put my /sulz/ on\
no we're not going yet (1) theres a lot to do first so we’ll go this afternoon
(1) so first of all youll need to eat your breakfast (1) then what do we need
to do/
/suiz/ and (.) and (1) and coat
yes well we do need our shoes and coats but we need to go shopping after
breakfast (1) so lets think of the things we need to buy (1) we can make a
list (2) so what do we need to buy/
we buy (.) we buy (.) we buy (.) TOYS
no we dont need any more toys (1) we have lots of toys but we do need to
buy some

I

/powids/ and (.) er (.) EGGS

hmm i think we have enough porridge for now and you do need to eat
yours please\

i not like /powidz/\
9093/31/M/J/25
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Mother:

Izzy:

Mother:

Izzy:

Mother:

lzzy:

7
you must eat it (2) come on eat it all up
I NOT LIKE IT (.)  NOT (1) i want go papa tom 30

we’re not going yet and anyway its too early (1) look its still dark outside
(1) if you look outside youll be able to see the sparkly lights

can’t see (.) can’t see <tries to stand on chair>
dont stand on that chair please izzy (.) its too wobbly

yes mummy too wobbly (2) mummy /kewr/ me /kewr/ me (.) i want /kewr/ 35

TRANSCRIPTION KEY

(1) = pause in seconds

(.) = micropause

underlined = stressed sound/syllable(s)

/I = speech overlap

[italics] = paralinguistic features

<jtalics> = contextual information

UPPER CASE = words spoken with increased volume
°word® = words spoken with decreased volume

7 = upward intonation

\ = downward intonation

/wiv/ = phonemic representation of speech sounds
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REFERENCE TABLE OF International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) PHONEMIC SYMBOLS
(RECEIVED PRONUNCIATION)

1 Consonants of English 2 Pure vowels of English
/f/ fat, rough /i1 / beat, keep

/v/ very, village, love /1/ bit, tip, busy

e/ theatre, thank, athlete /el bet, many

/987 this, them, with, either /a&/ bat

/s/ sing, thinks, losses N cup, son, blood
lz/ Z00, beds, easy /ar/ car, heart, calm, aunt
/[ sugar, bush /p/ pot, want

/3/ pleasure, beige [o1/ port, saw, talk
/h/ high, hit, behind /a/ about, sudden
/p/ pit, top /31/ word, bird

/t/ tip, pot, steep o/ book, wood, put
/k/ keep, tick, scare /ur/ food, soup, rude
/b/ bad, rub

/d/ bad, dim 3 Diphthongs of English
/gl qun, big /er/ late, day, great
/tf/ church, lunch /ar/ time, high, die
/dz/ judge, gin, jury /or/ boy, noise

/m/ mad, jam, small /aw/ cow, house, town
/n/ man, no, snow /o / boat, home, know
g/ singer, long /19/ ear, here

/1/ loud, kill, play /eal air, care, chair
/j/ you, beyond /ool cure, jury

/w/ one, when, sweet

/r/ rim, bread

/?/ uh-oh
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